WHERE THE WATERS YIELD A PLENTIFUL HARVEST

Fishing is the occupation next to agriculture in importance.   The waters teem with fish of

many varieties, and there are many excellent food fish in the streams.   Here a net placed

in shallow water is being pulled.   Many beautifully colored fish may be seen in the aquarium

at Manila.   Sometimes goldfish are fried for supper.

lands of Mountain Province there are
open forests of a unique species of pine.
The forests abound in woods valuable for
cabinet work, veneering, and construction.
Some logs are so heavy that bamboos are
tied to them so they can be floated down
the streams to market. Other forest
products are rattan, rubber, gutta percha,
gums, dyes and medicines. In usefulness
the bamboo is pre-eminent. Though in
reality a giant grass, some kinds grow
taller than many species of trees. Of it
houses are made from foundation to roof,
although usually the thatch is nipa palm
leaves or reeds. Of bamboo are made
beds, tables, chairs, garden implements,
harrows and rope. Indeed a house can be
built and furnished and part of the farm-
ing and gardening implements made of
it. Rice put with water in a green joint
of bamboo thrust into a bamboo fire is
nicely cooked before the flames burn
through the joint.

Abaca, or Manila hemp, is hardly less
important. These plants belong to the
same family as the banana, and the fibre
is extensively used for rope and twine.
The finer fibres may be woven into deli-
cate fabrics of great beauty. Very at-
tractive hats are also made from the finer
fibres.

The   chief   natural   resources  of  the
Philippines are fertile soil and seas teem-
ing with hundreds of kinds of fish.    Rice,
sugar cane, coconut palms,  hemp, corn,
tobacco,  sweet potatoes,  coffee, peanuts
and maguey are important products.   The
mining of gold, copper and iron has been
carried on in a small way for centuries
and still continues.    Today valuable gold
mines in Benguet and a few coal mines
are in operation on a large scale.   Sul-
phur, marble, gravel, sand and cement are
also produced, the last by a government
company.    The fish include many game
species like Spanish mackerel, pompano,
sea bass, bonito and the curious climbing
perch, which actually crosses fields and
even climbs trees.    Another remarkable
fish that lives in deep waters uses an elec-
tric light to attract its prey.    Giant rays
are found in some waters and great clams,
whose shells make  good bath tubs for
babies.    Huge sea turtles are hunted for
their flesh and shell.   The shells of the
pearl-bearing oyster of the Sulu Sea are
made into buttons, and a flat translucent
sea shell is cut to make small panes for
windows arid doors, lamp shades, screens
and a variety of other useful articles.

In the Philippines the mean annual tem-
perature (the average of all weather sta-
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